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Press Release from Thomas A. Thomas, District Attorney General,
27" Judicial District

Re: 1/25/21 Reelfoot Lake Deaths

This office has received the forensic autopsy reports on the bodies of David

Vowell, Chance Black and Zachary Grooms. The Black and Grooms findings
were consistent with the statements taken from the survivor, Jeff Crabtree, in the
manner and location of their fatal gunshot wounds.

The autopsy findings in David Vowell stated that the cause of death coutd
not be conclusively determined, but “The circumstances surrounding his death and
discovery suggest that he died as a result of either drowning or hypothermia (low
body temperature)”. This, too, is consistent with the statements taken from
Crabtree.

This office finds no basis for criminal charges in this matter, but, as is the
policy of this office, will report the findings to the June term of the Obion County
Grand Jury.



