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TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND HOMELAND SECURITY REMINDS 
TENNESSEANS OF FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS CHANGE 

NINE MONTHS FROM TODAY 
REAL ID Act Goes into Effect on May 3, 2023 

 
TENNESSEE – Beginning May 3, 2023, all persons must have a REAL ID license to access certain federal 
facilities, military bases and board commercial flights within the United States. The Tennessee 
Department of Safety and Homeland Security (TDOSHS) began issuing REAL IDs on July 1, 2019 and has 
issued 2,259,820 REAL ID credentials to date. 

 
Alternate Documents instead of a REAL ID that will be accepted? A passport or other acceptable 
alternative form of identification found here can be used in place of a REAL ID credential. 

 

What documents are needed to apply for a REAL ID? To apply for a REAL ID, customers will need to 
bring one proof of U.S. citizenship or legal presence, a valid Social Security Number, and two proofs of 
Tennessee residency. In addition, if there has been a name change, a certified legal document 
supporting the name change must be presented with the approved documents. A complete list of 
accepted documents can be found here. All documents must be originals or certified. Photocopies will 
not be accepted. We suggest you utilize the convenient option of uploading your required documents  
beforehand. 

 

Where can you apply for a REAL ID? The first application for a REAL ID must be made in person at a 
Driver Services Center or participating County Clerk Partner. Participating locations can be found at 
www.tnrealid.gov. 

 

What if you don’t need a REAL ID? Those who do not wish to obtain a REAL ID will receive a standard 
credential indicated by “Not for REAL ID Act Purposes” on the front of the credential. Your current or 
common credential will continue to be accepted for general identification purposes such as driving, 
purchasing alcohol or tobacco products, applying for federal benefits, banking, voting, accessing 
hospitals, post offices, and federal courts. 

 
How much does the REAL ID cost? If this is your initial issuance, the standard fee is $28.00. However, if 
you wish to obtain a REAL ID outside of your renewal period, there will be a duplicate fee depending on 
license classification. Click here to find the exact cost of your duplicate license. 

 
Where can I find more information about REAL ID? More information about a Tennessee REAL ID can 
be found at www.tnrealid.gov. 

mailto:Wesley.Moster@tn.gov
https://www.tsa.gov/travel/security-screening/identification
https://www.tn.gov/tnrealid/requirements.html
https://dl.safety.tn.gov/_/
https://dl.safety.tn.gov/_/
http://www.tnrealid.gov/
https://www.tn.gov/tnrealid/cost.html
http://www.tnrealid.gov/


Department of Safety & Homeland Security • 312 Rosa L. Parks Ave., 25th Floor • Nashville, TN 37243 
Tel: 615-251-5131 • tn.gov/safety 

 

We encourage everyone to come in before the deadline on May 3, 2023, to avoid the potential influx of 
customers at our Driver Services Centers. 

 
The Tennessee Department of Safety and Homeland Security’s mission is to serve, secure, and protect 
the people of Tennessee. 
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