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LIBRARY ANNOUNCES THE KICK-OFF OF 
THE NEA BIG READ IN MADISON COUNTY
Madison County will come together to

read and celebrate Madeline Miller’s Circe
[Jackson, Tennessee—September 6th, 2023]—The Jackson-Madison County Library will launch its National Endowment for the Arts Big Read program exploring Circe by Madeline Miller with a Lunch and Learn with the Jackson Symphony on September 15th at 12:00 p.m. The library encourages any and all local press to come and cover the program! The NEA Big Read in Madison County is presented in partnership with the City of Jackson, Madison County, Downtown Jackson, The Jackson Symphony, Hub City Theatre Company, Hub City Brewing, Turntable Coffee Counter, the Jackson Arts Council, and Canada’s Collectible Games, with support from the National Endowment for the Arts.  

The kick-off event will feature engaging conversation with the conductor of The Jackson Symphony, Peter Shannon, as well as comments from composer Eric Huang, whose pieces are featured in the Jackson Symphony’s “Greek Fantasia” show the following evening. Participants are encouraged to bring their lunch, ask questions, and enjoy the start of a set of events to bring the community together. Attendees to this event will receive a free copy of the book Circe and will have a chance to win tickets to “Greek Fantasia” on September 16th at 7:00, held at the NED.
Other NEA programs in the month of September include Mythology Trivia Night at Turntable Coffee Counter on September 22nd at 5:00pm and a Lunch & Learn with the UT Extension about Herb Gardening on September 29th at 12:00 pm at the Main Library. Many of our regular programs will also tie into the Big Read, including new crafts for Arts and Crafts for Grown-ups, Brown Bag Book Club will discuss Nim's Island (Big Read title for aged 7-10) and The Girl Who Drank the Moon (Big Read title for ages 10-15), BookTok BookTalks will feature Circe and attendees will get free copies, and Writer's Club will focus on retellings and mythology. Attend events to get a free copy of Circe or one of our companion titles!
“Circe is a retelling of the story of a minor villain’s story in Greek mythology. This book paints her in a different light, instead framing her as a strong and empathetic woman exiled to solitude. Throughout the story, Circe becomes a craftswoman and a mother, meets a great number of travelers, and searches for human connections. The last of these serves as a huge theme for the story and is the reason it is perfect to bridge connections between people in our community,” says Adult Services Manager and Big Read Coordinator, Shayne Plunk. 
An initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest, the NEA Big Read broadens our understanding of our world, our communities, and ourselves through the power of a shared reading experience.
Madison County is one of 62 communities nationwide participating in the 2023-2024 NEA Big Read. From September 15th until November 11th, our community will celebrate Circe by Madeline Miller with a full calendar of events including book discussions, trivia contests, bad art nights, crafts, theatrical performances, and more.

For more information on this event, please contact Shayne Plunk at 731-425-8600. You also can view a full calendar of events for the NEA Big Read in Madison County at jmclibrary.org.

You can also follow us on social media at jmclibrary on most platforms.
The Jackson-Madison County Library is located at 433 E. Lafayette St. in downtown. For more information, contact the Library at 731-425-8600, visit the Library’s Facebook page at Facebook.com/JMCLibrary or its website at www.jmclibrary.org.  
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